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. Preaidant Nixom and his chief d*-~ 

n fens* counsel, Charim Alan Wright ^ 
have not always displayed a similarity* 
of views on the larger legal questions 
of the day . For example* each re- 
viewed the book “Witness" by Whfc-- 
taker Chambers* in The Saturday Re* 
\:view of May 24* 1952. T heir opinions 
were at opposite polee. 
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By Richard-M; Nixxm.&>* ; 

It is regrettahWthat appraisal/^ 
“Witness” will in to* many cases >. be/, 
/determined not air the basis of;ita> 
literary merit but accordtiig to tboffaiaoi' 
! each reader may . ham on the- lBa a 
^Chambers coo twao*^ 

->• I can hear nowthe epithets.. which. 

> will be directed against k in the-da«K» 
ing rooms,. around- the dinner 
' and during- tha/c 
“better 
“long and 
antj-Camnunrist jfy 
"tow* could 
that fat; 

' said: those 
‘^etrcent,. 
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of. hotocy/Z 



the Cnn^ 



dice^nsayj 
book;. * *’ 
will find itisoL: 

;;It isan 

of' what happened* daring 
gresrionai "red barrin 
of file Hiss Casa^f^y!^.' \ 

It is a moving- a^sthrrmg stosyaf^ 
a dramatic conflict' between two* pow- 
erful and de t er min ed, personalities^ i 
Hiss > and . Chambemr 
It. sheds a withering light an* -ttoru 

netherworld of J — “* 5 * 

espionage 
conspiracy. 




But itarv 
thtfsctthit^ 



f If it did only 
would be^a 
greatness is derived^ 
iti answers thn^|pm__ .... 

. seated by tho H^ € a m--W hyT;.^i^ 
five* years I have- bpe* bomb ‘ 
thafc> question.. ah Ai cw«4tto 
Why- Hiss* 

, How- oftothas^ Hieas-rf my frivndr;' 

in the- business amtpwfvMtonal woridf.'; 
give* their own supedfdal answers to 
these; questions; -1»‘ toast, have- de*»»- 
it for money; he did: it for po w a r / hr i l 
lieeh to protect someone atoe; wnya w f . 
who becomes * Communist must haves- 
been queer and unsdUeta begin wMt| 
Never can they tatnfftten»ehres to?# 
admit the truth that Mss dkL whatp 
ho did. became* he wa* * Communist,^ 
and : that despite* his background he ■? 
became convinced- that the Ca&msmmti 
ideology offered * batter rotation 






the problems whiefcvfeceour ctvilfcta-^ 
tion than our own’ system. Once he^ 
became convinced' ihetr this was the# 
case he^ was willing tDr' do anything: 
engage in* espionage;^ pm. the risk of>^ 
disgrace for hinari* and his family; toy* 
order to impose thwCoaomuzust tyr-*-' 
anny upon 

It ri here'that Chambert renders his 
gnetest service: "Wtaesr^k ' the -first 
— book df *l^ -kind which acknowledges 
the great hold of Communism on the 
htimaA^mind— which (foes , not dismiss^ 
‘it as a caller conspiracy which can be 
abolished ;4iy police methods. Com- 
coofdsai ii>'evil because It -denies God 

- rThij.-then.-is the 'lesson for us— that d 
men ;he«mM' Commtmisu wrt • of the 

bc*tf<rf*motives ^nd aom«.«of theca 
t O'bs Communiat*^of-the same 
m oti vas-ynce -they learn .. that those . 
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5/ the end justifying the means* wilL in- 
evitably find that the means become 
• j t h e end.. },£•&* .... • 

And “Witness” goes further."- He^ 

" pleads eloquently and effectivefycfor 
/ a counter-faith to combat the- Com- 
munis t idea.—:! faith based not- on 
^ materialism . but on a recognition , of . . 

VJIOT - , . 

There ls-muich- incwthat I would 
/like to say^abontr thw book^f- but?. . 
^ would not* want.t^amL this.commesit 

t without sayiag^a woed^ about the, 
author. I knowx Whittaker Chambers - 
£welL During the aariy months of the f 
« investigationa l, had the same doubts- 
/about his story, that many have 
/ today- 1 feitirwae > asm till to i 
- thosa doubt» before going 
. with- the iifraatfjition because to at- - 
- law a fraud to be perpetrated upa 
" Committee would not only be e \ 

others named * * 

rikHiw 

at 




grdltiatf 
*tnyen. end w h e n *toej ? : 

ITiiiry Ju i 

^ far e verdict cf gndty. vThe puhfe ' j 
r much of the press^ taking - it- a* 
v article: of faztlr that the- jury 
% represents . ukzmate hwnutable Tfuth* 

* tove comhiDod to : ridicule ., theses nr 
C whose nhnds there still remains doubly/ 
/and to pillory those « who refuse^ to* 



'tom their, bads oo-.AlgerHiss. * 
mgr- . 

.,‘ r do not share this blind faith hr 
* juries. -I think- Hha ishmocent-Aad? 

I an sure- that if the verdict was- right 
rind he is goaty; ifcia the purest chaoey 
jury grossed the correct aaf^; 
A good way to see how the jwy*\- 
ccould go aateay-is-to- 
: trial' record with - ieccxmta 1 w ri tten^ ifcg 
‘the- time by toy ~ * “ 



V 




attthnrs 

. milni ng the reporter*- couldn't grasp, 
intricate evidence, • how eotild thrwt 
juror*, .boceapected to- 46- 
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to prove Ms Innocence, rather-' 

"than on 
.^guilty.- Fi 
i tty make it 

Injury to n I ■ 
forbid taking notes by jurors, we deny 
> them e copy afthe* trial record wheh-r 
'they. enter - uponritheir'. deliberations. 
'Bat perhaps these^hobWes placed 
?the jury should' 
ffta 




- author -of one of ,1 

• -e- -«■• - _ e A.I •--! L. 4 

ncuofi-or me y©«*«] 
the book is tha 

• on close -txam 
vious that the -author : 

v teller of truth but 
aeefang to put 

M ttdr-a' too-wett-ecnibbed Chambers 
.'- Who is depicted beryWany of the Kes ; ‘. : 

• e cc e n t ric ities, and immoralities in ins 
i past are forgotten, wfatt hardly 
fin '-with the air of- 

She hook tries so hard* 

-At the same time Ms * 





—are pictured as either snobs or.Cbm- 
. munists. Mr. Chambers does give in 
this book a very moving and hearten- 
ing account of his return ~ta religion, 
and of the comfort he has-. found in 
his new faith. Perhaps, then, be will 
not take amiss the suggestion, that he 
would ckK well to study . the.. Ninth. 
Commandment: *Thou 



false rwitnesa. •; ,v 2* ,1 



